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New data uncovers that 80 children have died in temporary 
accommodation in one year. 

The APPG for Households in Temporary Accommodation can announce that out of 
the 3,605 child deaths in England, 80 have died while living in temporary 
accommodation. These numbers were obtained from the National Child Mortality 
Database between 1st October 2023 and 30th September 2024, accounting for 3% of 
the total number of child deaths during this period. 

The deaths reported account for all causes of mortality, yet the total number is 
significant as this is the first time this data has been collected in England. This has 
been due to the collaborative work from the APPG, its co-secretariats and the NCMD. 
In October 2023, the Child Death Overview Panel ( CDOP) process was updated with 
questions about temporary accommodation. Whether temporary accommodation 
was a contributing factor to these deaths will be assessed through the CDOP process 
as usual. 

Between 1st April 2019 to 31st March 2024, 74 children have died with temporary 
accommodation as a contributing factor to their vulnerability, ill-health, or death. Of 
these 74 children, 58 were under the age of 1. 

The latest findings are an increase from the 55 deaths of children living in temporary 
accommodation ( 42 under 1) with homelessness listed as a contributory factor 
towards their death, highlighted by the All-Party Parliamentary Group for Households 
in Temporary Accommodation in March 2024. 

An increasing reliance on unsuitable temporary accommodation and the chaos of 
homelessness and poverty are significant contributing factors towards an increased 
vulnerability to mortality. Child deaths are more likely to occur when homelessness is 
combined with environmental influences including overcrowding, mould and a lack 
of safer sleep options, for instance, cots and Moses baskets. 

There is a disproportionate number of children from deprived areas represented in 
the figures, with 72% of deaths affecting families living in the 1st and 2nd deprivation 
quintiles. 

Children from the BAME community are disproportionately represented in the data, 
with 38% of deaths coming from within non-white families, despite making up only 
27% of the population. 
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https://www.itv.com/news/2024-03-04/exclusive-55-homeless-children-have-died-in-temporary-accommodation-since-2019
https://www.itv.com/news/2024-03-04/exclusive-55-homeless-children-have-died-in-temporary-accommodation-since-2019
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In 2024 the APPG for Temporary Accommodation reported that 55 children had died 
with their TA being a contributing factor. The Child Death Overview Panel ( CDOP) is a 
process that happens whenever a child dies in England. The 55 figure was only 
recorded due to professionals deeming that the temporary accommodation was 
relevant to the case and was taken out of free text during the review. 

Child Death Overview Panels (CDOP) take on average 12-18 months minimum to 
complete. 

The additional l9 deaths that show that TA was a contributing factor are not likely to 
have occurred in the past 12 months but sometime over the past 5 years. However, 
due to the nature of the CDOP procedure, in 12-18 months' time we will have more 
detail on accurate numbers for more recent years. 

The 5-year data is taken from 1st April 2019 to 31st March 2024. 

The additional question about temporary accommodation that is now applied to all 
child deaths in England is taken from 1st October 2023 to 30th September 2024. 

Campaigners for the APPG are pleased to see steps being taken to introduce 
concrete and enforceable standards in TA, with the government committing itself 
through the Renters' Rights Bill, to a review of the need to introduce the Decent 
Homes Standard to temporary accommodation. However, they are sceptical that 
this review is necessary as they argue standards are needed to protect families and 
children. Campaigners will push the government to carry out this review quickly once 
the Bill has passed, so that we can see an enforceable set of standards introduced 
to TA as soon as possible. 

Furthermore, the Government's cross-departmental strategy to end all forms of 
homelessness is welcomed, but there needs to be a stronger focus on the unique 
issues facing children in temporary accommodation and reducing child mortality 
should be a priority. 
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Contact: 

e info@householdsintemporaryaccommodation.co.uk 

($ www.householdsintemporaryaccommodation.co.uk 

X @TA_APPG 

(W ta_appg 
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https://www.ncmd.info/
https://www.justlife.org.uk/
https://sharedhealthfoundation.org.uk/
https://householdsintemporaryaccommodation.co.uk/
https://householdsintemporaryaccommodation.co.uk/
https://x.com/TA_APPG
https://www.instagram.com/ta_appg/
mailto:info@householdsintemporaryaccommodation.co.uk
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